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The Crown Jewel of Louisiana’s River Road
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is the smaller building nearest the fountain?  

This is the original house built on the property sometime around 1780.

How many acres is the property?  

Currently, 38 acres, 16 of which are maintained as the formal grounds to the mansion.  Houmas House once boasted 300,000 acres total and during its sugar-producing heyday in he 1860’s the plantation had 98,000 under cultivation.

Who is the owner?

Kevin Kelly, a New Orleans businessman. He bought the property in June, 2003.  Owning a plantation has been a lifelong dream.

Does anyone live here? 

Yes.  Kevin Kelly, the owner, lives at the house much of the time.  He also maintains a residence in New Orleans. Craig and Linda Black live in the caretaker’s house just inside the East gate.  Craig is caretaker of the property and Linda is the tour director.

Are there plans to accommodate overnight guests as a Bed and Breakfast?  

Not at the present time.  The house is open daily for tours, except Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Thanksgiving.  

Is there a story behind the color of the exterior of the house?  

More history than story.  First, white paint was not produced until 1890.  More importantly, the rich plantation owners of antebellum times looked to the wealthy of Europe in matters of style.  During the mid-1800’s the plantations were painted to emulate the finishes on villas of the European rich.  

What about the mural in the central hallway?  

Many River Road plantations featured murals, including a nearby neighbor with an African  mural motif (Lions, etc.) that was reportedly so realistic it frightened some guests.  Our mural was painted by Vcraig Black, our caretaker, a self-taught artist.

Are the furnishings original?  

Some.  Note the Houmas House name on the china in the Men’s Parlor, for example.  Most of the furnishings are true antiques that have been collected by Kevin Kelly to reflect the grandeur of Houmas House during it’s days as the nation’s number- one producer of sugar. 

Can you get here by riverboat?  

Yes.  Since the property reopened to the public on Nov. 1, 2003, the Delta Queen is making regular stops to allow guests to tour the house and grounds.  The DQ pulls into the levee and lowers the gangplank just like the old days.

What’s in the future?  

A new visitor center to house ticket operations, a  theater and gift shop.  Also a rummery featuring food and beverage, including rum produced with sugar from the fields of surrounding Ascension Parish.

MEDIA CONTACT   Sara M. Gootee: 504-558-1785;  504-452-5623 (cell)
