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HOUMAS HOUSE PLANTATION AND GARDENS RECLAIMS HER TITLE “CROWN JEWEL OF LOUISIANA’S RIVER ROAD” WITH NOVEMBER OPENING

Grand Opening event on Nov. 1 celebrates the history and culture of Houmas House with daylong activities and re-enactments

NEW ORLEANS – Oct. 17, 2003 – Louisiana’s historic Plantation Country once again welcomes true southern splendor at its finest with the grand opening of Houmas House Plantation and Gardens. On Monday, Nov. 3, Houmas House Plantation and Gardens will open to the general public after an extensive renovation, enhancement and restoration to the gardens, home and surrounding property. Houmas House Plantation and Gardens is located just 4 ½ miles from I-10 on the Eastbank of the Mississippi River between New Orleans and Baton Rouge on the historic River Road in Burnside, La.
Houmas House owner Kevin Kelly, also a real estate developer and preservationist, purchased the house in May, and will open the property and revitalized house to business and community leaders, travel and tourism professionals, news media and special guests with a grand opening event on Saturday, Nov. 1. The grand opening event, which begins at 2 p.m. and continues throughout the evening until 8 p.m., will feature a variety of historical and present-day activities that capture what life was like at Houmas House over the past two centuries.  


“Purchasing Houmas House was a project I have always dreamed about,” said Kelly. “I am excited to re-open the property to Louisianians and travelers that come from all over the world to explore plantation life. Houmas House has been revamped to showcase the best parts of its history and our tour guides are ready to tell the exciting stories of its past.”

At 2 p.m., guests are invited to take part in daylong activities such as High Tea in the courtyard with a string quartet, croquet on the lawn, Creole fortune telling and other surprise entertainment. Tours of the house and gardens will be conducted throughout the day and re-enactors in period dress will reflect the opulent lifestyle and grandeur of the successful sugar planters of Houmas House in its prime. Antebellum ballroom dancing will take place at 3 p.m. on the grounds. Refreshments enjoyed at Houmas House in the 1800s, such as Mint Juleps and champagne will be served along with a couchon de lait, Creole delicacies and other hors d’oeuvres. Entertainment throughout the day will include a Zydeco Band and Cajun Dancing.

At 4 p.m. visitors are invited to witness a very special nuptial celebration of two members of the Houmas House family followed by a southern style reception complete with entertainment by the New Leviathan Oriental Foxtrot Orchestra and Judy Davis and Gospel Singers. 
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Houmas House Opening


Upon entrance to the property, visitors will admire massive fountains, lagoons, an original alley of oak trees more than 200 years old and gardens featuring exotic flowers, including camellias, crepe myrtles, roses, azaleas, irises, water lilies, cypress and oak trees. Houmas House has been refurbished with period antiques, fixtures and furnishings from the 1800s, a time of glory for the plantation. The Houmas House gets its name from the tract of land, first owned by the Houmas Indians, led by a female Indian Chief.  At maximum size, Houmas House boasted 300,000 acres.  During the 1860’s the lands under its control and developed for farming totaled 98,000 acres.  In 1858, owner John Burnside began accumulating sugar cane fields and during his ownership, he became the largest sugar planter in America. 

Kelly purchased the property with the goal of restoring the plantation to reflect its glorious past and giving visitors an experience different from those that exist currently at other plantation homes. “Houmas House Plantation and Gardens will be a leisurely visit, unlike many of the other Plantations,” said Kevin Kelly. “We encourage our visitors to relax, play croquet, have a Mint Julep, and enjoy the beauty of our home and gardens.”


Upon entering the Home, a large mural features scenes from the sugar cane fields. Murals were a popular décor in plantations on River Road in the 1820s and 1840s, but few remain today.  The Houmas House Sugar Cane Field is another example of how Kelly has highlighted certain elements of the home’s history and what he feels are the most important reflections of the past.

Many pieces of the home’s past are on display, such a rare 1848 Louisiana Census Map given to Col. John Preston found hidden in the attic for more than140 years and original Paris Porcelain China serving pieces from 1848, with the Houmas name. Visitors will view a French regulator clock made by Bussage, the famous French clock maker in 1832, a collection of furniture including pieces by Mallard, Belter, Meeks, Lee, and McCracken and an art collection including paintings from Louisiana artists like Coulon, Walker, Drysdale, Trudeau, Blanchard, Woodward and Stevens. 

Future plans for Houmas House include a Visitors Center, Gift Shop, Rummery, Antique Shop and Tavern and Restaurant.  The rummery will allow visitors to taste Houmas House Rum and purchase the bottled specialty, and a Victorian Greenhouse Botanical Gardens will offer cuttings and samplings of the many rare and exotic plants grown at Houmas House. 


Houmas House Plantation and Gardens opens for tours on Monday, Nov. 3. Admission is $20 per adult. The plantation is handicap accessible. Houmas House is located on River Road, just 4 ½ miles from I-10. From Interstate 10, take Exit 182 (Sunshine Bridge), follow Highway 22 South, turn left on Highway 44, then turn right on River Road. Houmas House is ½ mile on the right.


Houmas House Plantation and Gardens is available for special events including weddings, corporate outings, dinner parties and holiday celebrations. The property will also feature special events and activities during the holidays and other special days. For more information on Houmas House Plantation and Gardens, contact 225-473-9380 or visit www.houmashouse.com. 
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