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HOUMAS HOUSE TIMELINE

MEDIA CONTACT:
Sara M. Gootee
504-558-1785;
  504-452-5623 (cell)
Land grant establishes ownership of property for the Houmas Indians.


Maurice Conway and Alexander Latil purchase the land from Houmas Indians.

1770
Latil builds the original house.

1803
The Louisiana Purchase – the United States purchases Louisiana for $15 million from Napolean I.

1810
Wade Hampton purchases the property and names it Houmas House. He begins construction on the current mansion.

1812
Lousiana admitted to the Union.

1825
Col. John Preston and wife Caroline, son-in-law and daughter of Hampton, take over the property.

1840
Construction of the current mansion is completed.

1858
John Burnside purchases Houmas House for $1 million.

1860
The plantation boasts 98,000 acres of farmable land.

1861
The Civil War begins with the secession of several Southern states.

1862
Burnside builds the original “Sugarcane Train”. 
1927
The Great Floods 

1929
Stock market crash/beginning of the Great Depression.

1940
Dr. George B. Crozat purchases Houmas House and begins renovations to the property.

1945
Crozat renovates the Mansion again

1963
Hush, Hush Sweet Charlotte starring Bette Davis filmed at Houmas House.

May 2003
Houmas House Plantation and Gardens purchased by real estate developer and preservationist Kevin Kelly.

Summer/ Fall 2003  
Major work done to the mansion and grounds returns Houmas House Plantation and Gardens to the “Crown Jewel of Louisiana’s River Road”.

Nov. 1, 2003
Grand Re-Opening of Houmas House Plantation and Gardens to the general public.

